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Investigating
Possibilities

The Girl Scout Cadette Entrepreneur badge taught you
how to think like an entrepreneur. For the IP Patch you'll
learn how to add value to your business by using
intellectual property to promote and protect your work.

What does IP mean? It means Intellectual Property, and
it also means Investigating Possibilities.

Steps:

1. Intellectual Property: What is that?

2. Trademark: Putyour markon it

3. Entrepreneurs like you!

4. Follow the Leader: Repurpose an Invention

Purpose: When you’'ve completed the Investigating
Possibilities patch, you will understand the role of
intellectual property in protecting and adding value to
the business you envisioned in the Entrepreneur badge.
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STEP1:
Intellectual Property: What is that?

Itis virtually impossible to talk about entrepreneurship
without introducing the concept of intellectual property
(IP). IPisjust as the name suggests—"intellectual” meaning
deriving from the mind or creative spirit and “property”
meaning something that is tangible that can be bought,
sold, or traded. So, put the two words together and you
have “products of the human mind that can be tangibly
expressed and have value such that they can be controlled,
bought, sold, or shared.”

Patents, trademarks, and copyrights are the most well-
known forms of IP rights that protect inventions, symbols,
and works. Inthe United States, the United States Patent
and Trademark Office (USPTO) is the federal agency
responsible for issuing patents and for registering
trademarks. The USPTO is an agency of the U.S.
Department of Commerce. Copyrights are registered with
the Copyright Office at the Library of Congress.

IP rights allow us to protect and control how our inventions,
distinctive names and brands, original writings and artwork
Words to Know! are used. They also provide us with guidelines for using
other people’s intellectual property.

Patent Infringement
Unauthorized making, using,
offering to sell, selling or
importing into the U.S. any
patented invention.

Specification
The part of the patent that

describes the invention and
the manner and process of
making and using it.

Prior Art

All of the information about
technology very similar to your
invention that was available to
the public before you filed
your patent application.




Do patents, trademarks, and copyrights protect
the same things?

NO. Patents, trademarks, and copyrights protect different types
of intellectual property. Patents protect inventions. There are
three kinds of patents. Utility patents protect how an invention
works, functions or is made. Design patents protect the
appearance of the invention, or how it looks. Plant patents
protect new and distinct plant varieties that can be asexually
reproduced.

Trademarks typically protect brand names and logos used on
goods and services. Copyrights protect original artistic or literary
works.

Think back to yout Entrepreneur badge; what type of IP did you
create for your business? List it here.

What forms of IP protection would you use to protect it?
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Did you know that Girl
Scouts founder Juliette
Gordon Low was also an

inventor?

Sheinvented a garbage can
liquid container, made of
cheap, non-metallic,
waterproof paper.

(US Patent #1,124,925)
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She also designed a trefoil
shaped badge. How is it like
our trefoil today? How is it
different?




Putting IP to work: See what girls cando

Marissa Streng is an entrepreneur. She is also an inventor,
U.S. Patent No. 8371246, and the owner of aregistered
trademark, U.S. Registration No. 4,180,825.

Marissa developed her invention as part of a student
invention competition. Conduct a search of the USPTO
patent and trademark databases. Can you find Marissa’s
patent and trademark? What is her invention? Search the
internet—can you find examples of Marissa’s work that
may be protected by copyright?
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STEPZ2:
Trademark: Put your markonit!

Design Your Trademark! What is the value of

federal trademark
registration?

Think back to your Entrepreneur badge and design a
trademark that can market your invention.

Consider brand name products you use in everyday life and Theright to use the federal
think about the image you want to portray to your registration symbol ® and give
customers. public notice of your claim of
ownership of the mark, which
What colors, shapes, or phrases come to mind? Sketch may deter others from

your idea below and share it with your troop! adopting a trademark that s
similar to yours.

Theright to bringan action in
federal court regarding the
trademark.

Legal presumption of
ownership of the mark and
exclusive right to use the mark
nationwide on orin
connection with the goods/
services listed in the
registration.

Theright tofilethe U.S.
registration with the U.S.
Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) to prevent
importation of infringing
foreign goods.

Use of the U.S. registrationas a
basis to obtain registrationin
foreign countries.

You're never too young to be an entrepreneur, to receive a
patent, or to register a trademark. Marissa was in the third
grade when she applied for her patent!

Did you know? U.S. Patent No. 5,231,733 was issued to a four
year old inventor. What was the invention?

Take your idea to the next level by turning it into a reality.
What will you invent?




“Juliette Gordon Low was in
facta savvy entrepreneur,
possessing most of the
characteristics that we would
today consider essential for
anyone starting their own
business or organization. She
was a visionary and a
risk-taker.”

-Stacey Cordery
Author of
Juliette Gordon Low: The
Remarkable Founder of the
Girl Scouts

STEP3:
Entrepreneurs Like You!

Steve Jobs

Debbie Sterling
Walt Disney

Oprah Winfrey
Juliette Gordon Low

All of these people have something in common. They had an
idea that sparked an empire. They are entrepreneurs who
created new worlds through innovation and creation as they
worked to serve their communities.

Did they take this to the next level and protect their IP?

You can find out at www.uspto.gov. Visit the website and
search for these inventors and entrepreneurs in the patent
search and trademark search options. See what you can
find! Experiment with different combinations of words,
phrases, and names to try to determine what types of IP they
may have.

During your search find the items below:

An entrepreneur who has a patent

An entrepreneur who has registered a trademark for her
company’s services

An entrepreneur who uses her name as a trademark

An entrepreneur who isa woman

An entrepreneur who created a product or service you use
everyday

An entrepreneur who has a product or service that you know
the slogan for

Bonus! Is that slogan a registered trademark?



STEP4:
Follow the Leader: Repurpose an
Invention

1. LOW.
LIQUID CONTAINEL FOR OSE WITH OARBAOL CANZ OR THE LIEE.
AFFLEGATION FILED J48, 10, 1004

1,124,926. Patented Jan. 12, 1915,
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Activity

Now it is your turn to put your IP skills to work. Attempt to make

Juliette Gordon Low’s invention.

Step 1: Make the invention by looking at the photo of the
garbage container in the expired patent and by reading the
specifications. (Itis okay to make the invention because the
patent has expired! That's the deal the inventor makes with
the USPTO; in exchange for the right to exclude others from
making, using or selling their invention for a limited period of
time, the inventor gives all of us the ability to benefit and learn
from their invention after the term expires).

Step 2: Think about how you might improve or build upon the
invention. Can you think of other uses for the invention?

Search the Internet and the USPTO database to see if anyone
else has already come up with your idea for improvement.

Try More!

Come up with an original
trademark to distinguish your
container from other
container makers.

Remember the patent has
expired now and anybody can
make this container. Whatis
going to make your product
different or preferred over
someone else’s? How will
people know which container
is manufactured by you? Yes,
your trademark! Thatis how
you can make your products
known.

Try to come up with a symbol
or picture to uniquely identify
your goods.

Search the USPTO database
to see if anyone has come up
with a trademark similar to
your mark.

Now that you have a product
and a creative trademark to
identify and distinguish
yourself as the maker of your
container, write a poem or
song about your container.
After your poem or songis
written down, sign your name,
dateit,andincludea ©
symbol.




Trademarks associated with the Girl Scouts

Circle the trademarks you recognize from the Girl Scouts. What are the goods or services associated with
each trademark?
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