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Possibilities

The Girl Scout Cadette Entrepreneur badge taught you
how to think like an entrepreneur. For the IP Patch you'll
learn how to add value to your business by using
intellectual property to promote and protect your work.

What does IP mean? It means Intellectual Property, and
it also means Investigating Possibilities.

Steps:

1. Intellectual Property: What is that?

2. Trademark: Putyour markon it

3. Entrepreneurs like you!

4. Follow the Leader: Repurpose an Invention

Purpose: When you’'ve completed the Investigating
Possibilities patch, you will understand the role of
intellectual property in protecting and adding value to
the business you envisioned in the Entrepreneur badge.
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STEP1:
Intellectual Property: What is that?

Itis virtually impossible to talk about entrepreneurship
without introducing the concept of intellectual property
(IP). IPisjust as the name suggests—"intellectual” meaning
deriving from the mind or creative spirit and “property”
meaning something that is tangible that can be bought,
sold, or traded. So, put the two words together and you
have “products of the human mind that can be tangibly
expressed and have value such that they can be controlled,
bought, sold, or shared.”

Patents, trademarks, and copyrights are the most well-
known forms of IP rights that protect inventions, symbols,
and works. Inthe United States, the United States Patent
and Trademark Office (USPTO) is the federal agency
responsible for issuing patents and for registering
trademarks. The USPTO is an agency of the U.S.
Department of Commerce. Copyrights are registered with
the Copyright Office at the Library of Congress.

IP rights allow us to protect and control how our inventions,
distinctive names and brands, original writings and artwork
are used. They also provide us with guidelines for using

other people’s intellectual property.




