All About…
The DASHboard Road Safety Patch Program
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Girl Scouts.




The stark reality is that traffic crashes are the number one cause of death among teens.  This means moving vehicles pose more of a threat than guns, suicide or disease.  Mile for mile, teenagers are involved in three times as many fatal crashes as all other drivers, and hundreds of thousands of teens are injured in traffic crashes each year. 

For these reasons, GSCNC, in partnership with GEICO, has created the DASHboard Road Safety Patch Program for Girl Scout Cadettes, Seniors and Ambassadors.  The program addresses a variety of road safety topics - everything from distracted driving to car maintenance to road safety careers.  Empowering young women to be knowledgeable about cars and road safety has been a Girl Scout tradition since the publication of the second handbook, printed in 1916, which included an “Automobiling” badge that required girls to be able to pass an examination styled after her community’s driver’s license test, as well as know how to start a motor and how to extinguish burning oil or gasoline.

These program activities are designed to help girls achieve the following goals:


DISCOVER
Girls develop critical thinking and practical life skills which prepare them to stay safe on the road, 
whether they are in the driver’s seat, the passenger seat or on the sidewalk.

CONNECT
Girls develop skills and create opportunities to care about, educate and inspire their peers, loved 
ones and communities around key issues of road safety.

TAKE ACTION
Girls learn to identify the needs of their communities and feel empowered to change and improve 
safety on and around the roads they and others travel on daily.  

We are excited about this opportunity to empower your Girl Scout teen to make safe, smart and life-saving decisions on the road. Take some time to look over the tips that we have compiled for parents and guardians on the back side of this sheet.  We are asking for your help to turn around this dangerous trend. 


For questions about the DASHboard Road Safety patch program, please contact Kaitlin Hasseler, 
Program Specialist, at khasseler@gscnc.org.


DASHboard Road Safety was made possible by a generous grant from Geico.
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Clearly the statistics are daunting.  Young drivers out-number, out-travel, out-crash and die more frequently in crashes than any other group of drivers.  Giving the keys to your teen may seem like too big a risk.  Yet there are things that YOU can do to help your teen become a safer driver.


Get Involved
Driving is a huge responsibility and a rite of passage that many teens eagerly anticipate.  However, it is a rite of passage 
that requires attention and experience.  Take an active role in this learning process, and share your years of experience and driving know-how by teaching your teen how to drive.  Do not rely only on Driver Education/Training Programs.  Supervising your teen’s driving not only gives you a chance to observe her driving skills but also provides you with insight into her attitudes, decision-making skills, risk-taking tendencies and other factors that contribute to crashes. 

Practice, Practice, Practice
Learning the skills to keep you alive for a lifetime on the road does not happen overnight.  Make sure your teen develops the skills and experience she needs to drive safely by ensuring that she has practice time under varying driving conditions and environments. Plan a series of practice sessions in a wide variety of situations, including night driving.  Give her time to work up to challenges like driving in heavy traffic or on the highway.  Do not rush the licensing process – even though it is tempting to free up your own time and have an extra person available to run errands and be more self-sufficient.  Inexperience is the number one contributing factor to unsafe and potentially hazardous driving situations.  Supervised practice should be spread over at least six months and continue even after your teen graduates from a learner’s permit to a restricted or full license. 

Role Model On the Road 
Remember that you are a role model.  Numerous studies show that teens develop driving habits based on their parents’ behaviors – good or bad.  So if you speed, they are more prone to speed.  If you talk on your cell phone while driving, they will be more comfortable doing so.  New drivers learn a lot by example, so practice safe driving at all times.  Do not send mixed signals on safety.  

Communicate
Keep an open dialogue with your teen. Talk to her honestly and openly about peer pressure, poor driving behavior, drinking and driving, wearing a seat belt, curfew and other road safety concerns.  Do not assume that she already knows.  When you are teaching her to drive, be patient and calm.  Remember how hard it was to learn to drive.  Treating your teen with respect and patience from the beginning will help keep the lines of communication open and healthy throughout her early driving years.  

On My Honor…
Once you have communicated with your teen about driving safety concerns, make sure you also monitor and control her driving privileges.  Studies clearly show that parents or guardians who monitor when, how often and under what conditions their teens drive or ride as a passenger create safer teen drivers.  One great way to facilitate this monitoring process is to create a driving contract or agreement with your teen.  Through the DASHboard Road Safety program, your Girl Scout Cadette, Senior or Ambassador will be creating and signing an Honor Code that covers her commitment to safety in the driver’s seat, in the passenger seat and around cars.  Make sure this Code covers all the topics you find important before you and your teen sign it.

Remember, your influence matters.  When you get involved with your teen’s driving and road safety education, behaviors change and lives can be saved.  Don’t let your teen become another statistic.  Help change the statistics.



