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2009 National Young Women of Distinction (YWOD) 

YWOD Fact Sheet 
 
 

1. Who can apply?  Applications are open to any Girl Scout who received her Girl Scout Gold 
Award between January 1, 2008 and June 30, 2009. 

 
2. Where can I find the application?  The application is below.  You can also download the 

application at www.girlscouts.org. 
 

3. When is the application due?  Applications are due to GSCNC by 5:00 pm, August 28, 2009.  
Applications should be mailed to: 

 
GSCNC 
Attn: Teen Program Specialist 
4301 Connecticut Ave NW, M-2 
Washington, DC 20008 

 
GSCNC will complete Part IV of the applications and mail them to GSUSA. 

 
4. Why should you apply? Girl Scouts who receive the YWOD honor receive many benefits 

including a college scholarship, an invitation to a Girl Scout national meeting where the YWOD 
are honored, the opportunity to join the National Girl Consultants (NGC), and the opportunity to 
join the National Young Women of Distinction Alumnae Association.  

 
5. How many young women will be selected and when will they be notified?  Ten (10) young 

women will be selected. They will be notified no later than December 31, 2009. 
 

6. Where will the awards ceremony be held? The 2009 YWOD will be honored at the National 
Corporate Leadership Meeting scheduled for Friday February 26th-Saturday February 27th. 
Honorees are expected to attend an event from Thursday February 25th through Sunday 
February 28th 2010.  Travel, food and lodging will be paid by GSUSA. 

 
7. What do the honorees do after they receive the award?  The 2009 YWOD will join the 

National Girl Consultants, a national advisory group to GSUSA composed of girls ages 14-18.  
The National Girl Consultants hold 1 year terms (January 2010-December 2010), subject to 
extension and are expected to attend an in person meeting (August 2010) and participate in various 
teleconferences and webinars while partnering with GSUSA staff and the National Board of 
Directors to influence decision-making processes in Girl Scouting. 

 
8. Where can I ask questions?  Questions about where to send the application should be directed to 

GSCNC’s Teen Program Specialist at (202) 237-1670 ext. 236.  For any other questions or 
concerns, please email ywod@girlscouts.org. 
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2009 National Young Women of Distinction (YWOD) 
Application Form 

 
Please review the YWOD Fact Sheet on page 1 before completing this application. Application must be completed by the 
applicant. All Girl Scout Girl Award recipients between January 2008 and June 2009 are eligible to apply.  Council nomination is 
not required.  Incomplete applications will not be considered. Please type or print clearly. Questions email ywod@girlscouts.org.  
 
I: GENERAL INFORMATION  
Name:                             Age: Current Grade:   
Home Address:  Date of Birth:  
  
 Telephone Number:  
Mailing Address ( if different from home address):   
 Email Address: 
  
Providing the following information on racial background is entirely voluntary. This information will be used by Girl Scouts of the 
USA to help improve outreach efforts and advance the Girl Scout Movement. 
Racial background: (please check as many as apply) 
O American Indian or Alaskan Native           O Asian           O Black or African American        
O Hawaiian or Pacific Islander          O White           O Other (specify ____________________ ) 
Please indicate if you are of Hispanic origin     O Yes   O No 
Are you currently a registered Girl Scout? O Yes   O No 
Girl Scout Council: Overseas Committee (USAGSO only):  
Date the Girl Scout Gold Award project 
was completed:  

Date:  Was your Girl Scout Gold Award project a group project? 
O Yes   O No 
If it is a group project, list the names of the group members: 

  
Date the Girl Scout Gold Award was 
received or the date you received 
confirmation from your council that you 
would be receiving the award: 

Date:  

  

Have you previously applied for the National Young Women of Distinction award?  O Yes   O No 
Check the topic area that best describes your project?      O STEM    O Environmental    O Advocacy     O Global  
                                                                                                  O Education    O Healthy Living       O Other 
 
II. ESSAY QUESTIONS  
Answer each question on a separate piece of paper. Each response should be no more than 300 words. Label each page 
with (a) your name, (b) your council name or overseas committee, and (c) the question number.   

1. Describe your Girl Scout Gold Award project (in 300 words or less).  Additionally, please include a four 
sentence description of your Girl Scout Gold Award project along with one headshot photograph.  

2. What is the lasting impact of your project locally, nationally or globally and how did you demonstrate 
leadership?  

3. As a Young Woman of Distinction you will be a member of the National Girl Consultants, a national 
advisory group to Girl Scouts of the USA.  What would you most like to say to Girl Scout decision 
makers or what do you think is the best way for Girl Scouts of the USA to hear the voices of Girl 
Scouts?  

 
III: SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
For an application to be accepted, it must include: three copies of the (a) YWOD application, (b) three copies of Girl 
Scout Gold Award application, (c) three copies of the final report and three copies of one letter of recommendation 
(from a source outside of Girl Scouting). 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST: 
General Information  
(Part I) 

Essay Questions  
(Part II) 

Council Verification 
(Part IV) 

One headshot photo (1 copy only) 
(Part II) 

Letter of recommendation 
(Part III) 

Girl Scout Gold Award 
Final Report (Part III) 

Girl Scout Gold Award 
Application (Part III) 

Do you have three copies of everything organized into three complete applications?  
O Yes   O No  
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IV: GIRL SCOUT COUNCIL OR OVERSEAS COMMITTEE VERIFICATION 
 
This portion must be completed by the Girl Scout council representative. 
 
Girl Scout Council: _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ _ 
 
City: _________________________State: _______ Zip: ________ Country:_________________ 
 
Telephone Number: ____________________________ E-mail: _____________________________________ _ 
 
I verify that ________________________________ has earned her Girl Scout Gold Award.  

   (Name of Applicant) 

 

Name of council CEO:  _________________________________  

Signature of CEO: _____________________________________   

 

 


