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ANAS

Inspiration of JAPAN

Did you know that ANA donated 83 cherry blossom trees to the Metropolitan DC
community? Supporting the National Cherry Blossom Festival for the 6th year in
a row, Japan’s largest airline, ANA, is proud to celebrate the ultimate symbol
that connects our great nations.



Welcome to the Gift of Trees

In 1912, Mayor Yukio Ozaki of Tokyo sent a gift of 3,020 cherry blossom
trees to the city of Washington, DC. This patch program, developed in
partnership with Girl Scout’s Nation’s Capital and the National Cherry
Blossom Festival, commemorates the gift of the trees and the enduring
friendship between the people of the United States and Japan.

The Gift of Trees Patch Program focuses on three key themes—
international friendship, arts and culture, and the environment. Girl
Scouting’s Three Keys to Leadership—Discover, Connect, and Take
Action—are incorporated through program activities.

Discover: Girls discover the history and significance of the gift of
the Japanese cherry trees and how this gift has become the focal
point of the nation’s greatest springtime celebration.

Connect: Girls connect with others locally and globally, engaging
in international friendship through cultural activities.

Take Action: Girls take action by serving their community
through various projects which focus on protecting and
beautifying the environment and understanding the
importance of diplomacy.

National Cherry Blossom Festival, Inc.
The National Cherry Blossom Festival is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit

organization dedicated to promoting the beauty of nature and
international friendship through year- round programs, events, and
educational initiatives that enhance our environment, showcase arts
and culture, and build community spirit.



General Information

Program Level

The activities in this program are appropriate for Girl Scouts of all
levels. Each activity offers an option for Daisies, Brownies and Juniors
(D/B/J) and an option for Cadettes, Seniors and Ambassadors (C/S/A).
Please note a few of the activities are suitable for all levels with minor
adjustments.

Patches

Girl Scouts who complete activities from all six sections will earn a
Gift of Trees participation patch. Patches can be purchased at the
GSCNC Shop.

National Cherry Blossom Festival
The National Cherry Blossom Festival offers many opportunities and

events for visitors. Earning this patch does not require you to
participate in any of those events, however, we highly encourage you to
do so if you are able. To find out dates and the schedule of events,
please go to the National Cherry Blossom Festival’s website at
www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org.

Materials

Most of the activities can be completed using resources found in your
home. There will be some materials that you might need to purchase if
you do not already have them. We encourage you to plan a visit to
Washington, D.C. to fully enjoy this patch program. If you are located
outside the D.C. - metropolitan area, websites are referenced
throughout the booklet for use when completing activities.



Outline of Themes

This program is divided into six different sections. Daisies, Brownies,
and Juniors are required to complete one activity from each section.
Cadettes, Seniors, and Ambassadors are required to complete one
activity from each section plus two additional activities of one’s
choice from any section.

Section One: Philanthropists in Action

Learn about the important people who made the gift of more than
3,000 flowering cherry trees to the nation’s capital possible and how
the National Cherry Blossom Festival evolved.

Section Two: Honoring International Friendship

Learn how our friends in Japan celebrate the blooming of the
flowering cherry trees, how to connect and strengthen friendships
and promote peace and understanding between different religions,
races, and nationalities.

Section Three: Cultural Connection
Learn about customs around the world and what it would be like to be
a Girl Scout in Japan.

Section Four: Spring into Art
Learn how art can be used to capture the beauty of the cherry trees
and the spring season.

Section Five: Discover Your Environment
Learn about the various types of cherry trees, what it takes to help
them grow, and what you can do to protect the trees.

Section Six: Celebration of Spring
Learn about some of the National Cherry Blossom Festival signature
events that help make it the nation’s greatest springtime celebration.



Section 1: Philanthropists in Action

The gift of the flowering cherry trees to Washington, D.C. has made an enormous impact on
communities and people around the world. The trees serve as a reminder of the friendship
between the United States and Japan. The beautiful blossoms of these trees have come to
signal the start of spring. During the blooming period, National Cherry Blossom Festival events
and programs provide opportunities to highlight Japanese culture and celebrate spring. The
story behind the gift of the trees also demonstrates the significant role women play in society
and how they have encouraged the movement to protect and cherish the environment we live
in.

Important Names to Know

Eliza Scidmore was an American writer, photographer, and world traveler, who became
the first female board member of the National Geographic Society. She often visited her
brother in Japan and developed an attachment to Japan, its culture, and the beautiful
cherry trees which she called “the most beautiful thing in the world.” She acted on her
passion and proposed the idea of planting Japanese cherry trees in the nation’s capital.

Helen Herron Taft became the First Lady of the United States of America when her
husband, William Howard Taft, was inaugurated President in 1909. She became the first First
Lady to accompany her husband on the ride from the Capitol building to the White House
after the inauguration ceremony. Her goal in becoming First Lady was to improve the
community of Washington, D.C. Helen Taft championed and promoted Eliza Scidmore’s idea
to plant the flowering cherry trees. Mrs. Taft left her mark in history asa strong, trailblazing
woman. She set a new progressive tone in the White House with her strong support of the
suffrage movement.

Mayor Yukio Ozaki was instrumental in gifting the cherry trees to Washington, D.C. This
gift symbolized the friendship between the U.S. and Japan. During his service as Mayor of
Tokyo, Mayor Ozaki was a strong advocate for peace and maintained an enduring
friendship with the United States. He also supported the suffrage movement in Japan,
fighting for women’s right to vote.

Dr. Jokichi Takamine was a world-famous Japanese chemist. He was the first person in
history to isolate the hormone adrenaline (epinephrine) and to develop taka-diastase, a
digestive enzyme. He continued his legacy of science and innovation and became the
founder of a pharmaceutical company known today as Daiichi Sankyo. Dr. Takamine played
a pivotal role in facilitating and funding the gift of the cherry trees that adorn the Tidal Basin.
Two thousand trees were delivered to Washington, D.C. as a gift of goodwill and friendship
on January 6, 1910. Sadly, the shipment of trees was infested with insects and had to be
burned. Dr. Takamine helped arrange for a second shipment of trees from the Yokohama
Nurseries. Three thousand-twenty trees arrived in Washington, D.C. in March of 1912.







